SPRING COMMISSIONING YOUR NT

This checklist was designed to cover spring commissioning for my 37’ Nordic Tug for the first time and was also based on commissioning my previous 32’ Nordic Tug for several years.  It is meant to be as complete as possible so that I do not miss a critical item.  If you see any omissions please e-mail me at senojev@aol.com and I will update the Checklist.  Feel free to modify the Checklist to suit your needs.  Even if you do not do the work yourself, it is a good tool to check that required work is adequately specified and performed.

	Checklist Item

	Complete

	Inventory
	

	Check Parts List versus inventory and replenish
	

	Check fluid inventory and replenish
	

	Check Tool Inventory and replenish
	

	
	

	
	

	Documentation
	

	Check current Registration Certificate (boat and dinghy), Registration decals, Registration numbers, Insurance Policy, Boat US membership, Certificate of Documentation, radio license.
	

	Nav Rules, State Rules, Charts, Coast Pilot, Ports Guide, etc.
	

	Boat and equipment manuals
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Exterior
	

	Clean fiberglass, buff as needed, polish and wax 
	

	Touch up any gel coat nicks
	

	Polish and wax stainless steel
	

	Clean boot stripe
	

	Touch-up bottom paint
	

	Clean and check prop
	

	Check cutless bearing
	

	Clean and check rudder
	

	Clean and check rudder
	

	Check paddlewheel
	

	Check thru hulls
	

	Clean vents
	

	Check “zincs” (rudder, shaft, stern, bow thruster)
	

	Check bow thruster prop and oil level, check electrical terminations are tight
	

	Check engine room intakes for obstructions
	

	Check antennae and wiring 
	

	Check fasteners for radar, TV and other pilothouse roof attachments
	

	Check pilothouse to salon joint caulking
	

	Check flag staff, davits, rails, ladders
	

	Check sealing of all external attachments
	

	Check function of wipers and washers
	

	Top up washer fluid
	

	Clean/polish/Rain-X outside of windows
	

	Silicon window and screen tracks
	

	Clean wiper blades, replace as necessary
	

	Lube padlocks and door locks
	

	Clean/wax nonskid
	

	Silicon forward, pilothouse and lazarette hatch gaskets, storage locker gaskets and deck fill o-rings
	

	Inspect anchors, verify shackles seized and secure (primary and secondary)
	

	Check condition of rode/chain splice
	

	Verify chain/rode depth markings are clear
	

	Check shore mooring lines
	

	Check mooring bridle and chain snubber
	

	Check function of windlass from forward and from helm
	

	Inspect dock lines, wash as necessary
	

	Check fenders and inflate
	

	Inspect shore power cables and adaptors
	

	Lubricate any canvas zippers
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Lazarette and Lockers
	

	Clean out lazarette
	

	Check bilge pump functions on auto and manual
	

	Check seacocks and set postion
	

	Check macerator seacock is disabled
	

	Check hoses and fuel lines
	

	Check hose clamps
	

	Check steering gear fasteners and for any fluid leaks
	

	Repack lazarette – make sure contents will not interfere with steering gear
	

	Clean out stern storage locker and repack
	

	Clean out propane locker and vent is clear 
	

	Check tank has gas and shows no corrosion
	

	Check need for tank recertification
	

	Check condition of hoses, clamps and function of solenoid valve
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Dinghy and Outboard
	

	Inflate dingy and check for leak and damage  
	

	Check tank and hoses for damage
	

	Fill tank and add any additives used
	

	Check outboard cut-off, oil, air filter, spark plug, lower unit, prop, grease
	

	Check prop
	

	Check davits
	

	Check oars
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Inside
	

	Wipe over all interior surfaces
	

	Clean/polish windows – Fog-X pilothouse windows
	

	Clean screens 
	

	Vacuum blinds, carpet, drawers, cupboards, lockers
	

	Check hoses and hose clamps in lockers
	

	Exercise any seacocks and leave in preferred positions, check plugs are available
	

	Oil teak
	  

	Wax shower walls
	

	Clean toilet
	

	Clean carpets
	

	Make up beds
	

	Provision
	

	
	

	
	

	Shaft Alley
	

	Clean out shaft alley and verify bilge pump works on auto and manual
	

	Check PSS shaft seal and hose
	

	Check integrity of fuel lines and function of valves – leave valves in preferred position
	

	Inspect any other hoses especially water heater and hose clamps for tightness 
	

	Check and clean water pump strainers
	

	Exercise any seacocks and leave in preferred position.  Plugs available?
	

	Polish fuel
	

	
	

	
	

	Safety Equipment
	

	Verify sufficient current day/night signals are onboard
	

	Verify sufficient fire extinguishers are installed and pressurized.
	

	Invert extinguishers to loosen contents
	

	Verify installed fire extinguisher systems are pressurized and of correct weight (look at manual for specific requirements and records needed)
	

	Verify sound signal and back-up work
	

	Check navigation lights work
	

	Check throwable device is available and undamaged 
	

	Check sufficient life jackets are onboard and in good condition
	

	Check self inflating life jackets are armed and inflators are not expired
	

	Change batteries in smoke and carbon monoxide detectors, verify function 
	

	Check first aid kit against inventory and expiration dates
	

	Verify EPIRB battery is current for the season
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Helm and Interior Electrics
	

	Check steering fluid level
	

	Power up AC panel, check breakers
	

	Check outlets have power
	

	Verify GFCIs trip 
	

	Check appliances
	

	Apply power to DC panel and check breakers 
	

	Check DC outlets, lights, fans, and defrosters
	

	Check bow thruster works
	

	Check function of electronics/instruments/gauges to extent possible 
	

	Check and clean filters for A/C units
	

	Charge any hand-held items such as VHF radios and GPS
	

	
	

	
	

	Engine Room
	

	Check oil/coolant levels in engine, generator, and transmission
	

	Change oil/filters in engine, generator and transmission if not done at lay-up
	

	Check engine zincs
	

	Change fuel filters if not done at lay-up
	

	Check all hoses and fuel lines for wear, damage and aging
	

	Ensure all hose clamps are tight
	

	Exercise all seacocks and fuel valves and leave in preferred position.  Verify plugs are available for seacocks
	

	Remove and clean raw water strainer baskets for engine/generator and A/C, inspect o-rings for damage and apply silicon grease to rings.
	

	Inspect engine and generator belts for wear and correct tension
	

	Inspect/replace raw water impellers
	

	Check tightness of battery terminal connections and freedom from corrosion. Spray with anti-corrosion spray.  Check hold-downs.
	

	Check tightness of cables at chargers, inverters and other major equipment
	

	Check electrolyte levels in flooded cell batteries and top up as necessary. 
	

	Charge batteries until fully charge and, after rest, check specific gravity is within specs for flooded cells
	

	Replace any water filters
	

	Inspect air filters (engine and generator)
	

	Check engine room lights and outlets work
	

	Replace bilge pump oil pads if needed
	

	
	

	
	

	On the Water
	

	Check for any leaks throughout boat
	

	Sea trial
	

	Full test of electronics
	

	Test water heater 
	

	Test A/C and heaters
	

	Before leaving boat, double check docklines and fenders, do any inspection for leaks and make sure bilge pumps are set to auto.
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Additional Items
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